
GR ER EU NO   BE EV LTAS

HOSPICE IN
GREEN BELT PLAN:

DECISION SOON

NOW IS THE TIME TO HAVE YOUR SAY
Havens have submitted their plans for a Southend Council’s Development 
big development in Leigh’s Green Belt. Control Committee in the coming 
The site is a field west of Leigh Station months and they are now seeking public 
and between Belton Way and the comments before they make up their 
railway. minds.
You can see the detailed plan at the You should  comment  by  18th 
Leigh Town Council Office at 67 Elm November 2011.
Road, Leigh, or at the Planning Please quote Planning Reference 
Department, Civic Centre, Victoria SOS/11/01343/FULM when you write 
Avenue, Southend. You can also view and ensure you clearly title your letter 
the plan online at: “OBJECTION” - otherwise it might be 

http://tinyurl.com/HavensPlan counted as a “comment” or even 
The decision whether or not to give “support” for the scheme!
planning permission will be taken by 
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Havens proposed building

Please write with a request for the proposal to be rejected to:

Mr Andrew Meddle,
Head of Planning and Transport,
Southend Borough Council
Victoria Avenue
Southend-on-Sea
SS2 6ER

or email:
planningregistrationteam@southend.gov.uk

quoting the ref. SOS/11/01343/FULM

You can also contact the members of the 
Development Control Committee -

see overleaf for details

Please don’t leave it to others and
find one day that the area has been ruined forever

WE SUPPORT HAVENS WORK BUT NOT THIS PLAN
Our group includes individuals who have worked and volunteered at Havens in 
Chalkwell and Dawes Heath, run marathons and raised money in other ways for 
Havens. Our committee includes doctors and health workers as well as Leigh, 
Westcliff and Southend residents.

This leaflet is paid for by residents who respect the Green Belt whilst supporting 
the Hospice movement. Any excess money collected as a result of this campaign 
will be donated to Havens when this proposal is finally rejected.

For more information and to donate your time or money to the campaign, please 
email greenbelt@email.com, call 07910 908731, visit our website at 
http://saveourgreenbelt.wordpress.com or find us on Twitter - @LeighGreenBelt

You can also with advantage send a letter outlining your opposition to the 
members of the decision-making committee at the Southend Council address on 
the front page of this leaflet.

Cllr B T Kelly - Chairman (C) Cllr R A H Brown (C) Cllr M R Grimwade (LD)
Cllr S J Habermel - Vice Cllr A Crystall (LD) Cllr R E Hadley (C)
   Chairman (C) Cllr Ms E A Day (C) Cllr Mrs G M Horrigan MBE (C)

Cllr P W Ashley (C) Cllr A J Delaney (I) Cllr G Lewin (LD)
Cllr M Assenheim (I) Cllr Ms M F Evans (C) Cllr D F Russell (LD)
Cllr Ms M L Borton (Lab) Cllr N J Folkard (C) Cllr Dr M Velmurigan (I)

C = Conservative, LD = Liberal Democrat, Lab = Labour, I = Independent



Site plan

? The 7 acre development would cost £15 million, provide only 6 extra beds and 
offices for administrative, publicity and fundraising staff, a bistro, an Internet 
café, training rooms and a community centre.
? 60% of Havens patients either return home or go on to a nursing home for 

their final days.
? There is much land owned by Southend Council, but Havens have not met with 

Council Officers to discuss possible sites - Fossetts Farm, for example.
? The Government’s Localism Bill is introducing a “presumption in favour of 

sustainable development” while removing ordinary people’s right to be heard 
at planning inquiries. This will give developers even more reasons than they 
already have to seek out cheap Green Belt land to build on and lead to the loss 
of even more of our countryside.

Writing in a leaflet circulated widely in the area, Councillor Nigel Holdcroft says:

“I could not support anything which puts this green space at risk and I 
struggle to understand why an organisation dependent on financial 
support from the public should pursue an application which will upset 
many residents.”

Councillor Holdcroft is the leader of Southend Borough Council. However, just 
because he agrees with us doesn’t mean the Development Control Committee, 
who will make the decision, will. Please let your Councillors know your views on 
this damaging proposal.

SOME FACTS

? The Green Belt at Leigh Marshes and 
Hadleigh Downs is an essential 
buffer of open-space between Leigh 
and Hadleigh. It is a bulwark against 
urban sprawl. Its country walks and 
panoramic views are greatly enjoyed 
by local people.
? The Green Belt includes valuable 

nature reserves and hosts a wide 
variety of wildlife.
? The hospice plan would insert a 

large 2-storey building as a wedge 
into the Green Belt. It would include 
administrative offices, a bistro, a 
community centre and an Internet 
café.
? This plan will be the thin end of the 

wedge. If Southend Council shows it 
is willing to give up one bit of Green 
Belt, developers will start queuing 
up to try for more. After all, Green 
Belt land is very cheap to buy.
? The precedent of this planning 

approval would strengthen 
developers’ cases when they appeal 
to Government planning inspectors 
to over-rule Southend Council’s 
planning refusals. The relevant 
minister has stated that further 
development could not be ruled 
out.
? If we give up Green Belt land now, 

we will never get it back again!

If you can help our campaign in any way at 
all, please contact us:

Email: greenbelt@email.com
Telephone: 07910 908731

Web: saveourgreenbelt.wordpress.com
Twitter: @LeighGreenBelt

This leaflet was produced by a group of residents supportive of 
the hospice movement but opposed to any development in 

Leigh’s Green Belt.

WHY WE OPPOSE BUILDING ON LEIGH’S GREEN BELT

Artist’s impression of proposed building


